BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday,10 December, 2012 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

A Guttridge (Vice-Chair in the Chair)


P Cousins



D Drury


R Lindsay


R Lester


R Taylor


N Tye

Also Present:
Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council)


Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)


1 Member of the Public


D Blackburn (Clerk)


The Vice-Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C12912/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Cartwright and Dempsey. 
C130/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON_PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Cllr Lester declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning application B/12/01172/FHA.

Cllr Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest as an officer of Suffolk County Council.

C131/12/13
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


None requested.

C132/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 12th November, 2012 were proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Lester and signed as a correct record subject to the references to “Councillor Drury” in the last line of Minute C125/12/12/13 and the second paragraph of Minute C128/12/13 being amended to read “Councillor Dempsey”. 
C133/12/13
POLICE REPORT
There had only been one crime reported since the previous meeting which related to a gate that had been removed and damaged at the Kings Pightle Park.

C134/12/13
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
A report was provided by Councillor Pembroke in which he anticipated that there would be a Council Tax freeze by the County Council in 2013/14 and continuing reductions in funding for local government in future years. The repairs and maintenance functions of the Highways Service would shortly be outsourced to Balfour Beatty and care homes would be transferred from the County Council to Care UK. Councillor Pembroke confirmed that he would be supporting the purchase of a Speed Indicator Device for the village from his locality budget and urged the Council to submit to him any further proposals for funding by 31st January, 2013.
C135/12/13
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Keane reported that the integration of services between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council was progressing smoothly. In the absence of Louise Rawthorne of Mid Suffolk District Council, who was unable to attend the meeting because of illness, Councillor Keane provided details of the Community Engagement process that was being undertaken. Bildeston Parish Council was being asked for its views, along with Town and Parish Councils and other stakeholders, about how Councils could work with communities in the future to maximise the impact of the reduced resources that would be available.


It was AGREED: That the Clerk would clarify the consultation deadline and make appropriate arrangements for providing a response to the consultation.

C136/12/13
BILDESTON SKATE PARK PROJECT


The Clerk reported that confirmation had been received via Jessica Holloway of the Bildeston Skate Park Committee, that the Suffolk Foundation had awarded a grant of £5,000 towards the Skate Park Project. The Vice Chairman confirmed that the preparation of tender documentation was nearing completion following work that had been undertaken in liaison with Councillor Taylor.


It was AGREED:

a. That the Clerk conducts research and compiles a list of tenderers;

b. That the following be submitted to the next meeting for approval by the Council:

i. the proposed tender documentation;

ii. details of the proposed delegation of arrangements for seeking and evaluating tenders, appointing a contractor, entering into a contract and overseeing works on site.

C137/12/13  TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES
Councillor Lester confirmed that approximately £3,000 had been obtained from Councillor Pembroke’s locality budget towards the procurement of a Speed Indicator Device. Councillor Lindsay and the Clerk referred to a meeting that had been held with officers from the County Council’s Highways Unit over the deployment of a mobile Vehicle Activation System and the introduction of gateway treatments on the main routes into the village.

It was AGREED:

a. That the offer made by the County Council to deploy a Vehicle Activation System in the village, without charge, in January (or February) 2013 be welcomed;

b. That the effectiveness of the equipment be assessed over the pilot period;

c. That the Council presumes to purchase a portable VAS/SID subject to satisfactory results being obtained from the pilot period and all logistical issues being resolved;

d. That a report be submitted to the next meeting on the proposed Gateway treatments;

e. That the potential costs of the Gateways project be noted and an early approach be considered to Councillor Pembroke for financial support from his locality budget; and

f. That a final decision on traffic calming measures be taken having regard to the changes made to Precept arrangements which should become clearer in the New Year.

 .C138/12/13  PROJECT APPROVAL FOR WILDFLOWER MEADOW
Further to Minute 128/12/13, Councillor Lindsay reported on actions taken in consultation with the Clerk and Members of the Council since the previous meeting.

It was AGREED:

a. That the provision of a Wildflower Meadow at the Cemetery be approved;

b. That all actions taken since the last meeting in instructing Eastern Facilities Management Solutions Ltd to commence works on site be ratified;

c. That the quotation in the sum of £828.00 for forming a wildflower meadow in an existing rough grassland area at the back of the cemetery be approved; and

d. That support from the local community be sought at the relevant time to assist with the planting of plug plants on site.

C139/12/13   FORWARD PLANNING OF BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2013/14


The Clerk reported upon changes to arrangements for levying the Precept which would be introduced from 2013/14 and which could affect the Council Tax Base and Precept. It was hoped that by Christmas, the implications of changes to the tax base would be clarified by Babergh District Council and any new requirements regarding Town and Parish Council Precepts would be announced by the Secretary of State. The Clerk suggested that, in view of the uncertainties regarding both issues, it might not be feasible for the Parish Council to determine its budget and set its precept at its scheduled meeting in January.


Members of the Parish Council discussed the objective of preparing a needs based budget which was sustainable in the future.


It was AGREED that the report be noted and the Clerk seeks to confirm the situation regarding discretionary rate relief for Sports Pavilions/Village Halls.
C140/12/13 

BANKING ARRANGEMENTS AND AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENT
It was AGREED:

a. That the decision taken at Minute C112/11/12 be ratified and Unity Trust Bank plc be appointed as the Council’s banker;
b. That all members of the Council be authorised to act as signatories for the bank account and the Responsible Financial Officer be authorised to manage accounts held at the Unity Trust Bank; and
c. That the following payment be made:

	Payee and Service
	Cheque Number
	Amount

	Haward Horological Ltd

Clock Service
	101427
	£156.00


C141/12/13
SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
Councillor Tye reported that Councillor Lindsay had volunteered to join the Speedwatch Team. 

C142/12/13  MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Clerk was liaising with the District Council over the provision of an additional bin at Coronation Play Ground.

The Clerk had liaised with the County Council’s Rights of Way Team over the cutting and maintenance of Footpath 13. It had been confirmed that is was due to be cut twice per year in May/June and August/September. There was no capacity for out of season cutting to be undertaken. The Clerk was due to receive an updated schedule of works in Spring 2013.

Councillor Drury provided an update on the maintenance of the sports field and emphasised the need for volunteers to come forward and join the Management Committee and in particular, the services of a Treasurer. It was noted that the Clerk should be advised when it was appropriate to bring an item forward for consideration by the Parish Council.

Councillor Lester confirmed that all the faulty streetlights that had been reported had now been rectified. It was noted that the wider issue of ownership and responsibility for some of the street lights in the village by the Parish Council should be reviewed in the future.

Ownership regarding land at Mill Lane be re-examined once current priorities have been addressed and Councillor Taylor would liaise a local property owner on the High Street over some overgrown land.

C143/12/13  NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED BY THE CLERK


The Clerk’s report was received and there was a discussion about the supply of grit by the County Council to existing grit bins and upon request, to new sites in grit piles.

C144/12/13  PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Application Number:
	B/12/01172/FHA

	Location:
	Verandah House, 150-152 High Street, Bildeston IP7 7EF

	Proposal:
	Erection of detached cart lodge as amended by agents letter and amended plans 232/01A and 02B

	Decision:
	Objection on the grounds of the excessive height of the cart lodge which had not been reduced from the previous applications


	Application Number:
	B/12/01288/LBC & B/12/01287/FHA

	Location:
	Medlar House, 39 Chapel Street, Bildeston IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent and Application for Planning Approval for insertion of a dormer window to rear elevation and insertion of window to west elevation with internal alterations.

	Decision:
	No Objection


	Application Number:
	B/12/01401/DPA

	Location:
	Land South, 10 Paddocks Way, Bildeston

	Proposal:
	Change of use from soft landscaped area to hard standing for residents parking.

	Decision:
	No Objection



Planning Appendix B

Determined by Babergh District Council


There were none.
C145/12/13  MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Councillor Lester reported upon the need for road sweeping outside the Surgery.

· Councillor Cousins reported that the hedge on Wattisham Road had not been attended to.

· Councillor Tye reported that a local resident would be 100 years old shortly and the Clerk was authorised to take appropriate steps to mark the occasion. 

The Chair opened the meeting to the public.


A local resident commented that she did not believe that there was a need for gates at the entrances to the village to reduce the amount of speeding traffic.
The meeting closed at 9.47pm

Notice is given that the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held in Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 14th January, 2013 at 7.30pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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